MLA Records Collection

General Chronological Collection, 1896-2010

Physical Description: 6.1 Linear Feet

Scope and Contents

The General Chronological Collection consists of paper documents recording the MLA's general activities since
1896. The collection is an essential component of the MLA archives and preserves significant activities that do not
fit within the parameters of specific offices or record groups (e.g., the MLA Bibliography, Delegate Assembly, etc.).
The collection documents the history of the association, including the establishment of its headquarters and archives.
The collection aso includes a broad range of moments in modern language history, such as the simplified spelling
movement of the 1910s and the effects of the World Wars on the profession. The collection includes personal and
professional correspondence, memoranda, resolutions, scholarly essays, biographical texts, and telegrams.

Conditions Governing Access.
Conditions Gover ning Access

The collection is open for research. Material may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, United States Code).
Reproduction is permitted at the discretion of the association.

Arrangement
This collection comprises five series and various subseries:
History of the Archives Series
Headquarters History Series
Government Acts Series
Scholars Essays Series
General Series Folders are organized chronologically within each subseries except for Scholars Essays which is
organized alphabetically by the author's surname. Essays with multiple authors are organized under the surname

nearest to the start of the alphabet. Essays written by unknown authors are arranged at the end of the series.

Controlled Access Headings:

Archives

Headquarters

Acts and statements

Essays

History--Modern Language Association
History--modern language

History of the Archives Series, 1975-2015
Title/Description ID
Histories of the MLA, 1977
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Drawer GC
C11D01
Attempt to establish an archives, 1978 Drawer GC
C11D01
MLA archives, 1975-1995 Drawer GC
C11D01
History of the archives, 1985-1998 Drawer GC
C11D01
Archivesrevitalization project, 2015 Drawer GC
C11D01
" Return to Table of Contents
HeadquartersHistory Series, 1927-2015
Title/Description ID
MLA attempts to move to New Y ork City, 1927 Document
box GC 01
Headquarters rel ocation declines, 1948 Document
box GC 01
Furniture for new office, 1951-1953 Document
box GC 01
6 Washington Square North—BIlueprints, 1952—-1963 Document
box GC 01
MLA movesto 6 Washington Square North, 1952—1963 Document
box GC 01
Decoration fund, 1969 Document
box GC 01
Headquarters history, 1970 Document
box GC 01
Proposal to relocate to lowa, 1970 Drawer GC
C11D01
Committee on the Location of the MLA Headquarters, 1970— Drawer GC
1981 C11D01
MLA history for Dictionary of Literary Biography Y earbook, Drawer GC
1984 C11D01
62 Fifth Avenue, 1967-1985 Drawer GC
C11D01
10 Astor Place, 1985-2000 Drawer GC
C11D01

26 Broadway, 19992015
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Drawer GC
C11D01
A Return to Table of Contents
Government Acts Series, 1958-1991
Title/Description ID
National Defense Education Act of 1958, 1958-1959 Document
box GC 03
Dingell Amendment, 1959-1962 Document
box GC 03
National Education Improvement Act of 1963, 1963 Document
box GC 03
National Defense Education Act of 1958—Amendments of Document
1964, 1964 box GC 03
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 1965 Document
box GC 03
Enactments by the 89th Congress concerning education and Document
teaching, 1966 box GC 03
International Education Act of 1966, 1966 Document
box GC 03
National Endowment for the Humanities—Establishment, 1965~  Document
1969 box GC 03
Library Services and Construction Act, 1973 Document
box GC 03
Higher Education Act, 1991 Document
box GC 03
Miscellaneous education acts and amendments, 1966-1967 Document
box GC 03

N Return to Table of Contents

Scholars Essays Series, 1981-1986

Processing Information:
Processing | nformation

To be scanned and discarded.

Title/Description ID
Puerto Rican Literature in the United States, 1985
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Document
box GC 04
Oral Tradition in Kingston's China-Men, no date Document
box GC 04
Oradl Tradition, Poetic Influence, and Cultural History, no date Document
box GC 04
Latino Literature, no date Document
box GC 04
His Life and His Tail, no date Document
box GC 04
The Oral Tradition and the Study of American Literature, no Document
date box GC 04
In the American Canon, 1981 Document
box GC 04
Thoreau's Last Words, and Americas First Literatures, 1986 Document
box GC 04
Defining the Canon, 1986 Document
box GC 04
Literature of America--A Comparative Discipline, 1985 Document
box GC 04
Redefining American Literary History, 1986 Document
box GC 04
Progress Report Autobiographies, 1986 Document
box GC 04
Chinamerican Women Writers, 1983 Document
box GC 04
Twelve Asian-American Writers, no date Document
box GC 04
Minority Literature, Including Latino Literature, 1986 Document
box GC 04
The Evolution of Nineteenth-Century American-Indian Written Document
Biography, 1986 box GC 04
Miscellaneous Essays, various dates Document
box GC 04

N Return to Table of Contents

General Series, 18962005

Title/Description ID
Letter from Francis James Child, pre-1896
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American aid for European libraries, 1920

International auxiliary language, 1920

Fraternity between MLA and scholars of "late enemy” countries,

1920

World metric system adoption, 1922

General chronological, 1922

Tariff on foreign books, 1921-1923

Modern Language Club, University Heights, New Y ork

University, 1924

Invitations, 1923-1926

MLA publication of MSS books, 1929

Suspension of scientific European journals, 1920s

Postal regulations, 1931

Fifty Years of the Modern Language Association, 1933

List of MLA history resources, 1942

MLA and World War |1, 1949

Bibliography of French Literature, 1943-1950

Festschriften index query, 1952

General chronological, 1952

Wedding at MLA headquarters, 1952

MLA stamp, 1957

The MLA History, 1958
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Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 01

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02



MLA Records Collection

Celtic studies, 1953-1959

Random observations on testing applied linguistics, 1960

MLA history, 1961

Language summer camp, 1961

Henry James journal concept, 1962

About the MLA, 1966

Proposal to limit travel abroad, 1968

General correspondence, 1968

African American studies, 1966—1969

MLA and NY U sever ties, 1969

Kenneth Mildenberger's notes on historical perspective of MLA,

1969

Chaucer Library, 1970

Expansion of the Library of Congress, 1971

People's Peace Treaty, 1970-1972

Study of graduate programsin California, 1972

Affirmative action, 1972-1973

Gay literature / Gay Caucus, 1975

Equal rights amendment and meetings, 1976

Job crisis, 1977

White House Conference, 1977
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Document
box GC 02

Document
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Document
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Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
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Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Document
box GC 02

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01

Drawer GC
C11D01
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MLA accrediting agency, 1977

Job search in foreign languages, 1977-1978

ETS Art Talent Recognition Program, 1978

PhD survey, 1978

Survey of published guidelines on sexism in language, 1978
Women's Nontraditional Literature: Theory and Practice, 1979
Composition crisis, 1978-1979

"Abuse" of the MLA acronym, 1980

MLA Guidelines on Non-Sexist Use of English Language in

Scholarly Writing, 1980

Evaluation of the University of Virginia's new PhD in language,
literature, and pedagogy, 1980-1981

Conditions Governing Access.
Conditions Gover ning Access

Materials are permanently restricted.

General correspondence, 1981

National Invitational Conference on Independent Scholarship,
1982

Conditions Governing Access.
Conditions Gover ning Access

Peter F. Kardon's binder is permanently restricted.

MLA centennial, 1979-1984

Title/Description
Centennial planning, 1979-1983

Centennial stamp and slug, 19801982

General correspondence, 1982
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The Rose Parade, the MLA Convention, and Dada, 1983
MLA centennial, 1983
Centennial banquet, 1983
The Modern Language Association of American Celebrates Its
Centennial, 1984
China's Humanities Education Team visits MLA, 1981-1984
MLA representatives at university inaugurations, 1983-1984
Computer and Language Study, 1984
Changing research methods for the humanities, 1984
Incorporating computers into the MLA and humanities, 1981—
1985
MLA / RLG Research in Progress Database, 1985-1986
Director's outlines of 1987 activities, 1987
OUP-MLA Conference on Computer-Aided Foreign Language
Learning, 1987
Student loan defaults, 1987—1988
Literary Research Guide, 1983-1989
Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature, 1989

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. project, 1989

Zemsky's Structure and Coherence: Measuring the
Undergraduate Curriculum, 1989

Conditions Governing Access.
Conditions Gover ning Access

Review materials permanently restricted.

MLA computer center, 1986-1988
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Graduated student loan program, 1987-1988
Opposition to threats to Salman Rushdie and The Satanic
Verses, 1989

MLA headquarters menus, 1980s

MLA database project, 1990

PhD shortage, 1990

Governor's cultural adviser's meeting--Report, 1990
Proposal for an annual review of scholarship in modern
languages and literatures, 1990

Responsibilities for literacy, 1990

Survey of English programs, 1989-1990

MLA English survey, 1991

Statement of Professional Ethics, 1992

MLA Statement on Curriculum debate, 1991

MLA Statement on Curriculum debate--Council responses,

1991-1992

GRE, 1988-1994

Bridge to Asia book donation, 1993

General correspondence, 1992

General correspondence, 1993

What's Being Taught in Survey Courses?, 1994

Response to Symposium Report and Lingua France, 1995

General correspondence, 1995
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Drawer GC
C11D02

General correspondence, 1996 Drawer GC
C11D02

Computer software user instructions, 1989-1997 Drawer GC
C11D02

MLA Conference on the Future of Graduate Education, 1999 Drawer GC
C11D02

Certificate of achievement, 2001 Drawer GC
C11D02

The Y ear of Languages, 2005 Drawer GC
C11D02
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